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Our mission is to promote and protect the safety of people and property in Delaware 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
 
“MOVE OVER” TO PROTECT EMERGENCY WORKERS 
A new Delaware law to protect emergency workers and first 
responders is now in effect.   The “Move Over” law requires any 
driver approaching a stopped emergency vehicle that has its lights 
activated, to either move over into a lane that is not next to the 
emergency vehicle, or to reduce his or her speed while passing the 
emergency vehicle if changing lanes would be unsafe.  The law 
applies specifically to roadways having two or more lanes going in 
the same direction. 

This month, Capitol Police sent its new explosive detection 
canine, Pocket, and his handler, Cpl. Jimmy Wilhem through 
training with the Delaware State Police. Pocket, a Hungarian 
Shepard, is replacing Rudy, Cpl. Wilhelm’s former canine.  
Sadly, Rudy died of a rare form of untreatable cancer last year. 
 
Pocket and Cpl. Wilhelm will be stationed at the Capitol Police 
Wilmington office but will be available to assist with any 
incidents throughout the state. Currently, canines Pocket and 
Beny, a German Shepard that accompanies Sgt. Terry Helsel in 
the Georgetown office, work exclusively with their handlers in 
assisting the Capitol Police with many of their objectives. 
 
The main goal of using bomb sniffing dogs is to help deter crime 
and protect the Courthouse and Carvel Building, both which have 
a high volume of visitors.   
 
“Having a canine helps with facility security, which is a big part 
of our job and having our own dog reduces response time.” 
Capitol Police Captain David Hunt said. “The dogs can sweep 
buildings and other large areas for explosives quickly, either prior 
to an event or in response to a threat.” 
 
This shorter response time and versatility means a greater sense of 
security in areas protected by Capitol Police.   The dogs and their 
handlers were recently one of five teams to respond to a bomb 
threat at Polytech High School, and are currently involved in an  

CAPITOL POLICE ACQUIRES NEW POLICE DOG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
operation with the Delaware State Police to enhance security 
at the AMTRAK station in Wilmington. 
 
Capitol Police is excited to have Pocket join its operation. The 
dog, was purchased with federal funds from the DEMA 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Program. ♦ 

DSHS WELCOMES NEW AGENCY
 
The Delaware Developmental Disabilities Council is now a 
new member of the DSHS Team. The mission of the Delaware 
Developmental Disabilities Planning Council is to ensure that 
people with developmental disabilities can enjoy the same 
quality of life as the rest of society. The Council advocates for 
change and educates communities to be responsive and 
sensitive to the needs, preferences, and choices of all people 
with developmental disabilities and their families, which will 
ensure and enhance their participation in life and society. All 
meetings are open to the public. For more information, visit the 
DDC website at www.ddc.delaware.gov.♦ 
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Most of you learned recently that a group of terrorists, known 
as the “Fort Dix Six”, had considered attacking Dover Air 
Force Base (DAFB) with the intent to bring harm to 
American soldiers. Fortunately for us, the terrorists decided 
that DAFB was not an easy target. They were uncomfortable 
with the level of security at DAFB and selected the US Army 
Base at Fort Dix, New Jersey as their target. 

This plot, laid out by six New Jersey men, began to unravel 
when a store clerk who was asked to copy a training video 
became suspicious after seeing the contents of the video. The 
clerk provided valuable information to the FBI which led to a 
year-long investigation and the recent arrests. If this citizen 
had not intervened by contacting the local police, this plot 
may not have been uncovered. 

So many times, reports regarding homeland security threats 
pertain to events that happen in other countries or places far 
from our state. But, this incident involving Fort Dix, New 
Jersey is a reminder that terrorism can happen anywhere and 
even in our own communities. The recent shootings at 
Virginia Tech University and the Amish school in 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY  
Pennsylvania also make us focus on our vulnerabilities. 

For our Department and State, homeland security starts at the 
local level.  For us, hometown security equates to homeland 
security. We all must remain vigilant in the fight on terrorism. 
We need your help in protecting our neighborhoods. 

I encourage each of you to stay alert in your communities and 
report any suspicious activity to law enforcement. In addition, 
you can always call our toll-free terrorism tip line, at 1-800-
FORCE-1-2 to share information with a Delaware State 
trooper, 24 hours a day. 

We were very fortunate that the FBI and New Jersey officials 
foiled this terrorist plot before any serious damage could be 
done. Just as these men made plans for an attack, others are 
sure to follow. We must not become complacent or 
comfortable. Our State and communities are not immune to 
terrorist activity. These recent events are not cause for alarm, 
but we all should be concerned and stand ready to lend our 
support by reporting any suspicious activity to our local 
police. 

  Secretary David B. Mitchell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People with disabilities who have been or who may become 
victims of crimes will have a better chance at finding justice 
in Delaware.  Fifty-two attendees came together on April 23rd 
at the Duncan Center in Dover to enhance their professional 
skills when interacting with victims with disabilities.  
National speakers Leigh Hofheimer and Cathy Hoog from the 
Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence and 
the Abused Deaf Women’s Advocacy Services presented 
information to increase our understanding of the experience of 
people living with disabilities and abuse and discussed how to 
build effective partnerships.  Ideas were shared by the end of 
the day towards an action plan and next steps for Delaware.  
 
Thank you to all of the sponsor agencies Center for 
Disabilities Studies, Division of Developmental Disabilities 
Services, Developmental Disabilities Council, Department of 
Children, Youth & Families, Dover Police Department, 
Delaware Coalition Against Domestic Violence, National 
Alliance on Mental Illness in Delaware, Attorney General, 
Division of Services for Aging and Adults with Physical 
Disabilities, Freedom Center for Independent Living, 
Department of Safety and  

Homeland Security, Autism Society of Delaware, Division of 
Substance Abuse & Mental Health, Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Violent Crimes Compensation Board. To join 
our committee through the Victim’s Rights Task Force contact 
Diane Glenn of Dover Police Department or Pat Maichle at the 
Developmental Disabilities Council.♦ 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY COUNCIL 
“PARTNERS IN JUSTICE:  BRIDGING THE GAPS” 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
REGISTRY  
DSHS AND PUBLIC HEALTH PARTNERSHIP 
In a joint project with the Department of Safety and Homeland 
Security and Department of Health and Social Services, the Division 
of Public Health's State Health Operations Center opened its phone 
lines to enroll those with special needs into the Delaware State Police 
911 dispatch registry. The purpose of this registry is to identify 
homes with individuals that require special attention so they can be 
properly cared for and notified in emergency situations.  This project 
is an important step toward protecting the lives of all Delawareans.♦ 
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HUMAN RESOURCES NOTES
FIND A GREAT STATE JOB WITH DEL 
If you work in State government, you already know you have a 
great job. But, if you are looking for new career opportunities, 
finding your dream job may just be a click away.  Just go to 
www.delawarestatejobs.com and find out how the Delaware 
Employment Link (DEL) can be the key to your future.  
 
If you’ve applied online for State jobs before, get ready for 
something different. With DEL, you only need to fill out your 
basic information once. Your information will be stored and 
can be updated and used if you want to apply for future job 
openings.  
 
Have you ever wondered about the status of your application 
after you’ve applied for a job? DEL will let you know where 
you stand every step of the way. You can track when your 
application was received, if you met the job requirements, when 
interviews will take place and when the position is filled.  
 
Let DEL know what kind of positions interest you, and you can 
receive automatic e-mail notifications when a job opening 
comes up in your field of choice.   
 
DEL is an online service. Training, assistance and computer 
access is available statwide. Contact OMB’s Human Resource 
Management at the Haslet Armory in Dover at 739-5458, the 
Del Tech Owens Campus in Georgetown at 856-5966 or the 
Carvel State Office Building in Wilmington at 577-8277 to find 
out more. One of the State’s most valuable assets is its 
employees. Continue on your career path forward in state 
government, and let DEL be your guide.♦ 

D
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SHS EMPLOYEES 
GIVE TO SECC 

This year, DSHS employees contributed more than $12,000 to the 
tate Employees' Charitable Campaign (SECC). SECC is an 
nual fund-raising drive approved by the State of Delaware. Each 

year State employees raise thousands of dollars through the SECC 
to benefit many local non-profit charitable organizations. These 

arities fight disease, make life more meaningful for the young 
and old, help the impoverished, and train people to become self-
sufficient.♦ 

 
TAKE THE FIRST STEP  
TOWARDSWELLNESS 
The DelaWELL program offers an online Health Risk 
Assessment (HRA) which provides you with immediate and 
confidential personalized feedback.  By phone, mail, or online, 
you can receive personalized lifestyle and disease management 
information that targets lifestyle topics such as weight 
management, physical activity, nutrition, stress management, and 
smoking cessation.  Your participation provides you with 
unlimited access to online health resources that include a 
wellness library, drug database, recipes, health news and the 
StayWell HelpLine where you can speak with professional health 
coaches like exercise physiologists, registered nurses, 
nutritionists, and psychologists.♦ 
Go to: https//delaware.online.staywell.com/ 

DEMA HIGHLIGHTS 
 
DEMA CONDUCTS 
TRI-STATE EXERCISE 
 
 
 
The Delaware Emergency Management Agency (DEMA) and 
DelMarVa Emergency Task Force (DETF) conducted a Tri-
State Functional exercise on March 28 at various locations 
within Delaware, Maryland and Virginia.  County emergency 
management staff and emergency responders from all three 
states participated in the exercise.  The purpose of the exercise 
was to evaluate response procedures following a Category 3 
hurricane on the Delmarva Peninsula. An After-Action Report 
and Improvement Plan will be developed to enhance future 
operations.  The exercise was conducted with federal Homeland 
Security funding and was executed using the Homeland 
Security Exercise Evaluation Program guidelines.♦ 
 
 
 
 
NATIONAL HURRICANE  
CONFERENCE 
 
In April, several members of the DEMA staff attended the 2007 
National Hurricane Conference in New Orleans. During the 
conference, staff attended a variety of workshops on topics of 
evacuation, special needs populations in emergencies, 
volunteers, donations, and recovery issues. Other workshops 
covered debris management, mitigation, public assistance, rapid 
needs assessments and meteorology. All attendees from 
DEMA, David Carlson, Ed Durst, Mark Claveloux, Bob 
Pflaumer and Rosanne Pack, took a three-hour tour of the areas 
of New Orleans most affected by Hurricane Katrina.♦ 
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HIGHWAY SAFETY NEWS  
 
OHS LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE 
The Office of Highway Safety has developed a new and 
improved website.  The site contains information about past and 
present initiatives and campaigns, such as Click It or Ticket, 
Child Passenger Safety, and Aggressive Driving, as well as up 
to date statistics on Highway Safety.  The address of the new 
site is www.ohs.delaware.gov.   
 
 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
 CHECKPOINTS 
 
The Office of Highway Safety and the Delaware State Police  
teamed up for St. Patrick’s Day to conduct DUI checkpoints 
throughout the state.  This effort, part of the ongoing 
Checkpoint Strikeforce campaign, included checkpoints and 
prevention messages geared towards young adults. Police made 
22 DUI arrests.  Since the beginning of this year, approximately 
38% of Delaware’s traffic fatalities have been alcohol related. ♦
 
 
CHILD PASSENGER 
 SAFETY WEEK 
 
 
This year, Child Passenger Safety Week was held from 
February 11 to 17.  As part of this campaign to promote the 
correct and consistent use of child safety seats, OHS conducted 
statewide activities such as community car seat check events, 
booster seat distribution, and increased restraint law 
enforcement. The OHS Fitting Station Coordinators inspected 
and re-installed over 70 child safety seats and police issued 77 
citations for failure to properly restrain child passengers.  More 
information about child passenger safety is available on the 
OHS website.♦ 

 
STOP AGGRESSIVE 
DRIVING 
The Office of Highway Safety launched its 2007 “Stop 
Aggressive Driving” campaign in February by encouraging 
citizens to call 911 to report aggressive drivers. If you see 
dangerous drivers speeding, weaving in traffic, tailgating and 
pulling into traffic without giving other vehicles time or room 
to maneuver, call 911 when it is safe to do so, or have a 
passenger call 911 for you.  Be prepared to provide a 
description of the vehicle, a license plate number, if possible 
and the vehicle’s direction of travel. Dispatchers will then alert 
officers in the surrounding area to look for the vehicle. More 
than half of all traffic crashes in Delaware are caused by acts of 
aggressive driving.♦ 

DSP SPOTLIGHT  
 
WBOC TV16 FEATURES DSP’S 
 MOST WANTED CRIMINALS 
The Delaware State Police is utilizing a local television station 
to seek the public’s help in locating wanted criminals. In 
January, Public Information Director Sgt. Joshua A. Bushweller 
conducted a live interview at the WBOC TV16 studio asking 
viewers for help in locating three most wanted criminals. 
During the two-minute segment, Sgt. Bushweller shared 
detailed information about the suspects and displayed photos. 
Viewers were asked to call the Crime Stoppers Line with 
information. One suspect who was featured during this program 
and later captured was wanted in connection with the shooting 
death of a Dover teenager. DSP will continue to use the forum 
monthly. Other DSHS police agencies may conduct similar 
broadcasts, if the need arises.♦ 
 
 
 
HIGHWAY SAFETY 
SATURDAY 
In March, DSP and OHS sponsored Highway Safety Saturday, 
a joint initiative to encourage the public to take an active role in 
protecting themselves on the roadways. The public was asked 
to partner with law enforcement to prevent further traffic 
fatalities from occurring on Delaware roads by participating in 
Driving Safety Seminars. Throughout the day, DSP conducted 
several short safety seminars for the general public. At that 
time, traffic fatalities had increased 35% over the previous year 
with three-quarters of the fatal crashes involving aggressive 
driving behaviors such as speeding, running stop signs and red 
lights, and making unsafe or improper passes.♦ 

 
 
 
DSP AVIATION UNIT 
CONDUCTS WATER RESCUE 
DSP Trooper 4 assisted boaters who were stuck on Woodland 
Beach mud flats at low tide.  The boat was occupied by two adults 
and a 4-year-old child.  DNREC was unable to reach the boat and 
an adult unsuccessfully attempted to walk through mud to a nearby 
island . DSP decided to rescue the family from the boat because it 
was getting dark, the temperatures were dropping and  light rain 
was moving into the area. Trooper 4 landed and the medic placed 
the gunner’s belt on and secured herself in the rear of the aircraft.  
The aircraft was then flown to a hover along the edge of the boat.  
The mother handed the child to the medic and she was placed 
inside the aircraft.  The medic then assisted the mother with 
entering the aircraft.  The two were dropped off on land and 
DNREC returned for the male boater.♦ 
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DSHS EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 
CLEMONS NAMED TROOPER OF THE YEAR  
During the 2007 DSP Annual Awards Ceremony, Col. 
Thomas  Mac Leish named Det. Vincent Clemons, Trooper of 
the Year. Det. Clemons is a distinguished and decorated 
trooper who began his law enforcement career with the 
Wilmington Police Department in 1990. After six years with 
Wilmington PD, he joined DSP. He quickly excelled in his 
duties and as a result was transferred into the Special 
Investigations Unit in April 2000.  

As a detective, he has conducted over 500 felony drug 
investigations, wrote and executed more than 150 search 
warrants, authored 13 interception of wire communication 
orders and seized more than 14,000 grams of Cocaine; 67,800 
Ecstacy pills; and $500,000. He was nominated for Trooper of 
the Year in 2003 and 2004 and as been the recipient of 12 
Exceptional Performance Awards, a Life Saving Award and a 
Superintendent’s Award. In addition, he served as an Assistant 
Supervisor for the Special Investigations Unit.  

Others nominated for the Trooper of the Year Award include, 
Tpr. Theodore Stipa, Troop 1; Tpr. William R. Thompson III, 
Troop 2; Tpr/1 William O. Thompson III, Troop 3;  Cpl/1 
Andrew Parytka, Troop 4;  Cpl. Douglas Brietzke, Troop 6; 
Tpr/1 John Andrew Lloyd, Troop 7; and Cpl. Stanley Jiminez, 
Troop 9.♦ 

DSP Master Corporal Brian D. Mulvena 
DSP Cpl./1 William P. Murray 
In June 2006, Troop 1 developed a Retail Theft Unit to target 
thefts, shoplifters and professional boosters as well as deter 
crime and enhance partnerships with private security 
professionals in the Concord Pike area.  Master Cpl. Brian 
Mulvena and Cpl./1 William P. Murray were selected for the 
Unit because of their prior experience with the Troop 1 Bike 
Unit.  The Unit continues to maintain excellent relationships 
with retail businesses and private security professionals in the 
targeted area. It also worked to re-establish the Rt. 202 “Loss 
Prevention Network” to create an environment for information 
sharing with regard to targeting quality of life issues. Merchants 
now contact the troopers directly, when they observe suspicious 
activity or when they witness crimes in progress. This 
partnership has also been instrumental in apprehending and 
arresting groups of shoplifters and professional boosters. Their 
work has resulted in intelligence that has been essential in 
identifying and locating numerous serial shoplifting rings in 
New Castle County and the Tri-State area.  

Andrea Summers 
Office of Highway Safety 
Andrea has demonstrated exceptional initiative, leadership 
and accomplishment contributing to a safer Delaware.  Her 
commitment to the mission of the Office of Highway Safety 
and to providing quality customer service to the citizens of 
Delaware, the media, state legislators and her colleagues 
was reaffirmed throughout 2006.  Highlights of her 
outstanding contributions include her coordination and 
implementation of public awareness activities for National 
Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week, the Click It or 
Ticket campaign, the Checkpoint Strikeforce campaign, the 
Stop Aggressive Driving campaign, the Safe Family 
Holiday campaign and the new 120 Days of Summer Heat 
campaign.  In addition, Andrea was a vital player in revising 
and expanding the OHS Graduated Licensing (GDL) Parent 
Orientation Program.  Under her leadership, the curriculum 
was improved and updated. Also, the program was 
presented in more Delaware high schools than ever before.  
She has also appeared before the General Assembly on teen 
driving issues during the GDL law upgrade debate.  

 2006 SAFER DELAWARE AWARD WINNERS 

CHOICE AWARD WINNERS 
1st Quarter  — Andrea Summers (OHS) 
 
Andrea was recognized for her exemplary 
coordination of the Graduated Driver Licensing 
Parent Orientation Program. The program is 
 designed to reduce the number of crashes involving teen 
drivers by educating the parents of driver education students 
about the rules and regulations regarding the GDL process.  
This program is different from others addressing teen driving 
in that it is aimed at the parents of the student drivers. 
 
 
 
 
2nd Quarter — Steve Breedlove and 
Tom Pomponio (Communications) 
Steve and Tom were recognized for their 
outstanding work on a project to replace an antiquated radio 
system utilized by Dover’s Public Utilities Department. They 
designed a system that is more reliable and less costly to 
operate by eliminating 15 leased lines and the associated costs. 
Steve and Tom took the lead on obtaining and installing the 
equipment.  Some of the equipment was purchased through the 
State’s 800 MHz contract so the City could obtain a larger 
discount and purchase more equipment in a shorter period of 
time.  To connect the antennas, radios and consoles at the 5 
locations around the City, the men had to pull approximately 
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DSHS EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT  
 
 
 

CHOICE AWARD WINNERS 
3rd Quarter  — Bonnie Whaley (OHS)  
Bonnie Whaley consistently provides excellent customer service 
to OHS sub- grantees, her coworkers and the general public. She 
is responsible for the prompt payment of invoices, payment 
vouchers and reimbursement vouchers for a variety of highway 
safety goods and services. She prides herself on her ability to 
process payments within 7 days of receipt of an invoice and often 
exceeds this standard.  It is because of Bonnie’s diligence that 
OHS is regarded as an agency that is easy to work with as our 
partners know they will be paid in a timely manner for their 
services. In addition, she represents OHS at numerous health and 
safety fairs across the state, handles the Division’s timesheet 
preparation for Human Resources and prepares multi-year files 
for transfer to Archives.♦ 

3rd Quarter—Thomas Shorts (DivComm) 
Thomas Shorts is shows a commitment to the DivComm 
operation taking balancing in progress jobs and needs of 
walk-in clients. He provides rapid and courteous service to 
DivComm at all times. During installation of the ICOP 
Surveillances System for the Camden Police 
Department, Mr. Shorts was able to define the installation 
procedures for other assigned shop personnel so that an 
effective installation procedure could be streamlined. This 
reduced the time needed to install a very complex public 
safety system. He also refined methods for equipment 
installation especially for several Dover Police Department 
projects. In addition, while assigned to the Division 
Employee Recognition Program, Mr. Shorts was able to 
recommend several procedural changes that enhanced the 
program.♦ 
 
Bonnie Whaley (pictured left) 
 
 
 
              Thomas Shorts (pictured right) 

2005 Choice Award Winner (4th Quarter) - Tracy L. Torres (DATE)  

Agent Tracy L. Torres joined the Div. of Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement nearly 3 years ago. This year, Tracy participated in the 
OHS Checkpoint Strikeforce campaign with other police officers throughout the State. This interaction gave many departments a 
better understanding of DATE and its resources.  She worked 29 checkpoints, made 47 arrests and opened 7 licensee investigations. 
For two years, she volunteered to attend Padua Academy “Sober Night” helping the Newark Police Department enforce town alcohol 
laws. She has worked closely with members of the Attorney General’s Office, Public Defender’s Office, and Family Court to create 
effective, educational, alternative sentences for her defendants. For instance, one defendant was required to attend a MADD meeting 
and share her arrest experience with the group. Several others have been required to do community service hours with MADD or a 
similar organization.  Another was required to attend a server training class. Three defendants were required to ride along on an 
Alcohol Compliance Operation and attend Administrative Hearings to give them insight into how their actions (buying alcohol 
underage) can adversely affect the licensee.♦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wilmington Kennel Club shares emergency animal care information with those gathered at its display. 
The Kennel Club was one of several agencies who participated in the 2006 Family Emergency Preparedness 
Day in Wilmington. The event, hosted by the Wilmington Citizen Corps, attracted nearly 500 participants to 
the Wilmington River Front and featured several training sessions to help Delawareans prepare for an 
emergency. Other s include the American Red Cross, the Delaware State Police, Citizens Emergency 
Response Team, New Castle County Police Department, and the Dept. of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control.  

Again this year, the State Citizen Corps and DSHS are 
joining forces with several members of the public safety 
community to sponsor the 3rd Annual Family Emergency 
Preparedness Day at the DelTech Owens Campus in 
Georgetown on August 25 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
 The event, hosted by the Sussex County Emergency 
Operations Center, will feature emergency preparedness 
training by the American Red Cross and Retired Seniors 
Volunteer Program. There will be many events for children, 
such as the National Guard Climbing Wall, canine 
demonstrations, and fire safety exhibits.  Learn more about 
preparing your family for an emergency while having a day 
filled with fun.♦ 

EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


