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FORENSIC FIREARMS UNIT LINKING GUNS TO CRIMES

The State’s Forensic Firearms Services Uit (FF31) is help-
iz law enforcement statewide solve shooting crimes. Gover-
nor Ruth Armn Dinner and Lt Gov, John ©. Catney joined
DEHS Secretaty David B, Mitchell and Delaware State Police
Col. Thomas F. IlacLeish for a forensic firearms demonstra-
tiomn.

The Forensic Fitearms Services Unit, operated by the DEP,
utilizes state-of-the-att equipment to identify weapons and
ammunition used in a crime. This techniology focuses on
matkings formed on spent ammunition as the matkings are
sitmilar to fingerprints in that they are wdgue to an individuoal
weapotn This technology is important because the information
it provides can lead police to a suspect, male out a suspect or
hetter focus police investizative resources.

“Inn just one yeat, the success of the Forensic Firearms Ser-
vices Uit has already been realized by linking firearms and
ammunition to ctimes that have ocowred throughout the
state,” said Gov. Minner, “The operation of this Unit means
that owr police can work faster and more efficiently now be-
cauge they can receive critical information on weapons re-
trieved from crime scenes in howrs as compared to days or
months ™

The full-service ballistics laboratory iz equipped with an Inte-
grated Ballistic Identification Swystem (IBIZ) that iz used to
cotnpate images of bullets and shell cagings found at crime
scenes to ballistic images previously entered into a national
databaze. When a match is found, the D3P certified forefisic
firearms examiner can determine if the same gun was used in
hoth crites.

“& wery important aspect of this project iz that it benefits all
law enforcement statewide including our federal partners It is
ahiother exatmple of the true partnership that exists it our great
State” said Lt Gov., Carney who also chairs the Criminal
Tustice Counecil (CIC). The CIC supported this project with
funding for the salary of the certified forensic examiner posi-
tiomn.

In addition, police trecovered guns are test-fired into a bullet
recovery system and those ballistic images are entered into the

Gov. Buth Ann Minner, Col. Thomas MacLeish, Lt Gow. JTohn
Cartiey and Sectetary David Mitchell observe a forensic firearms
demonstration provided Firearims Forensic Examiner Carl Eone.

databasge to determine if those guns were used in other crimes. The
Unit also uses a Brass TraxMdatch Point Swysteny a dual compari-
sofn icroscope for match confirmations and technology related to
the forenisic analysis of ballistic evidence ineluding the restoration
of zerial mumbers on guns.

“The establishment of the full-service Forensic Firearms Services
Unit with the IBI3 technology and a certified forensic firearms
exatmitier has had a major impact on shooting investigations state-
wide, With the support of Gov. Minner and Lt Gov. Carney, DSP
thade these inwaluable resoarces accessible to Delaware law en-
forcement agencies” Sec. Mitehell said.

To date, 734 firearma related cases have been submitted to the D3P
FFal. Of those cases, 43 were firearm-related homicides in the
State. Thus far, 16 law enforcement agencies and the ATF and 1.5,
IMarshals Office have submitted evidence for case work.

The total cost of the equipment, inclading the IBL3 computer sys-
tem, dual comparison microscope, and the bullet recovery system
was approximately $393.000. The equipment purchase was made
possible through the approval of General Funds for the mainte-
natice and connections costs. +
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY

| 11 March, our nation paused to reflect on They have since retuwrned home and now others have been
the five-year anniversary of the .3 —led called to serve. In some cases, a few have been recalled to sup-
irrvasion of Trarg. pott this military operation. One of owr own, DEMA Planner

Kewin Eille, has been activated three times. He is currently sup-

This anniversary brought about much porting Operation [ragi Freedom.

dizcussion regarding the war. Some woic-
ing their opitions in support of the itrra-
sion and others voicing concern about the
long-term impact the war will have on
those servitg in our U3, military. Iore praized military
spouses who remain at home working hard to keep family
life as normal as possible.

The men and woten of the DEHS family need our cortitmed
suppott. T ask that wou send letters, newspapers, magazines,
pictures, of a box of sweet treats to let them know that they are
truly missed and in our thoughts, You can also stay in contact
with their families. Someone may need a helping hand.

Below is a list of D3HS family members who ate supporting
Thousands of military reservists have provided much cutrent military operations. I extend a very sincere thank you to
need support for this military operation. Since the start of these troops, their families and to our staff for taking on extra
the ivrasion in March 2003, numerous Safety and Home- wotk assigrments to keep the Department moving forward
land Secutity employees have left their jobs here to serve while our coworkers are serving our country.
their country as military reservists. hlany were activated Secretary David B. Mitchell
at the begitning of the invasion serving a year of more.

DSHS Employees Serving Our Country

&— MMany members of the DEHSE family are supporting 113, military operations underway in foreign countries. Their dedics-
tion and service to our courtry is honorable, Let’s show our support by sending a card or note or box of sweet treats.
Capitol Police—Deployed in support of “Operation Enduritg Freedom™ are Patrolman JTason Stover (DE Mational
Cuard); Patrolman Herbert (TR Bostic (Army Feserve); and Cpl. Tom Devore (Army Reserve).
DEMA —In November 2007, Plarrdng Jupervisor Kevin W, Kille was mobilized to support Operation Iragi Freedom.
State Police —Douglas Conaway (Troop 2, Dandel DeFlaviis (Troop 67, Jerold Huber (Troop 17, David Hew (Troop 90, 2. Grant Hash
(Civiliand3BI;, Zachary Williams (CiviianHQ COMMY); Takisha Williams-Snipes (Troop 47, and Shawn Wright (Troop 4.

P DSP TROOPER DEFLAVIIS, NATIONAL GUARD RESERVIST, HELPS

\\:H SAVE IRAQI MAN'S LIFE

FOB EALST — While 3oldiers have shown great flexibility in their operations, one principal that rethains unwaver
g, is helping care for the Iragi people. In Jarary, this wasz evident when Soldiers of the 153rd Military Folice Compatyy, Delaware
City, Delaware MNational Guard helped saved the life of one Iragi man. The man was injured when he struck a improvised explosive
device that had been planted in his deiveway.

The zoldiers were on a mission taking engineers from a civilian constraction company to survey the site for a future Arab Jabowr police
station. The convoy had just began to secure the site. As it made a U-turn, a white piclup truck began speeding toward the convoy. The
driver stopped the tracly exited, and frantically waved his arms. When two Soldiers reached the wehicle, they found an Arab Jahour resi-
dent who was splattered in blood, missing part of hisz left leg and needing immediate care. Several members of the Unit offered medical
assistance applying a tourndguet band to the injured man and treating other injuries. Besides the amputation to his foot, the man’s left
atth was severely cut above the elbow. The decision was made to evacuate the man to the nearest trauma center, Patrol Base Mutray.

“We probably saved a life” said 1st Lt. Dandel DeFlaviis, a DEF Trooper atd member of the 153rd MP Compaty, as Abas was taken
from the hospital.

STATE POLICE ANNUALAUCTION

WHEN: Samrday, May 3 at 9 a.m. - Rain or shine All property available for inspection 230 - 9:00 a.m.
WHERE: DSP Headquarters (U 2. 13, north of the Dover Mall)

Auctioned items inchade clothing, bieycles, tools, small applisnces, jewelry and other misc. property. [tems of interest inclade Play-
Stations 2 & 3, Toro two turn grass cutter, sir compressors —DeVilhiss & Porter Cable, Generac generator, miter saw, routers, sawzalls,
tail guns, Eatthguake hole digger, TroyBilt snow blower, pushimowers — Bolens, TroyBilt, CubCadet & JTohn Deere, wine refri gerator,
ditt motot bike, 507 Panasonde plasma TV, Toshiba laptops, and home theater syetem. Mo firearsns or wehicles will be sold. Terms of
the zale will be cash or check. Al sales will be final. All property available for inspection between 2:30 and 2:00 a.m.
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DSP HIGHLIGHTS

ARRESTS BRING AN END TO

VIOLENT ROBBERIES

The Delaware State Police (D3P arrested four men
accused in a series of wiclent robbheries at liguor
stores in the Mew Castle County area. Using detectives and troop-
ers from Troop 1 and Troop 2, DEP conducted surveillance on lig-
uor stores in New Castle County after investigating four armed
tobbheties by the same group of suspects.

DiEF had provided local police departments with information on a
possible suspect weldcle and a tip from Newport police helped de-
velop a possible wehicle of interest. The wehicle was followed by
detectives to develop more information.

While under surveillance, the wehicle left the City of Wilmington
atid drove to the atea of the Colling Park Ligquor Store. The driver
eventually patked on a side street in Colling Park Two subjects
walked toward the Colling Park Liguor Store, but were startled by a
patrolling Mew Castle County Police vehicle. They teturned to the
wehicle and it began to leavwe the area. The vehicle was stopped and
four suspects were taken into custody. Two suspects were in pos-
session of guns believed to have been used in previous robberies.

Other evidence linking the suspects to rmerous robberies was
tecovered in the wehdcle. Two suspects provided detailed confes-
sionis. The men were linked to eight robberies.

HIGHWAY SAFETY

SUPERBOWL ENFORCEMENT
RESULTS IN 14 DUI ARRESTS

O duper Bowl Bunday, Delaware law enforcemernt officers
made some significant catches of their own to ensure public
safety. They arrested 14 individuals for Driving Under the In-
fluence (DUT) during sobriety checkpoints and DUT saturation
patrols conducted as part of the first Checlpoint Striksforce
cathpaign activities of 2008,

MNine of the DUT arrests were the result of the New Castle
County DT TaskForce™s checkpoint, and the remaining five
were made by officers from the Smorna, Clayton and Laurel
Police Departments who were conductitng saturation pateaols.
Officers from these ageticies as well as the Harrington, Milford
and Millshoro Police Departments issued 106 citations for vio-
lations of Delaware’s traffic safety laws.

In addition to enforcement, the Office of Higloway Bafety also
aited radio spots encouraging the use of desighated diivers on
tadio stations statewide, aited its Checbpoiaf Shrikeforce televi-
sofy ad at the start of the third quatter, and placed a designated
driver message on paycheck stubs that state employees received
oty the Friday before the big game.

DATE NEwsS

LAUNCHES INITIATIVE TCO RECOGNIZE LIQ-
UOR LICENSEE COMPLIANCE

The Division of Aleohol and Tobaceo Enforcement (DATE), in
cotyjutiction with the Delaware Alcohol Awareness TaskForce, is
emmbarking on a new indtiative that recogmizes Delaware liguor
licensees that refuse to sell alecholic beverages to individuals
unider 21 years of age.

“When businesses refiase to sell alcohol to minors, it is important
that we acknowledge they are doing their part to keep Delaware
youth safe. This indtiative recognizes their commitment to and
suppott of Delaware underage drinking laws,” said DIGHS Secre-
tary David B. Mitchell

Throughout the year, DATE conducts minor decoy operations at
licensed locations statewide. The minor decoy, under direct super-
vision of a DATE agent, attempts to purchase aleoholic bewer-
ages. [fthe decoy zale is dended, the business may not know that
they have been tested and have passed the compliatice check.
With this new initiative, businesses that successfsl pass the com-
pliance check will be rewarded with a certificate of appreciation
from DATE acknowledging their compliance with Delaware law.

“DATE takes the sale of aleoholic beverages to minors seriously.
If a licensed location wiolates the law, the business faces criminal
atrest and administrative sanctions,” said DATE Director Dardel
Kline. “Howewer, the majority of licensees comply with State law.
It is witally important to reward and aclnowledge those lcensees
who are in compliance. We are confident that this new indtiative
will be atiother step in forthering public safety and complianice.”

DATE MAKES CIGARETTE RAID
The Divisionn of Alcohol and

Aleohol Tobacco and Firearms [
to conduct a two-day raid at [
several locations in Mew Castle ;_
County in an effort to dismpt an
fllegal cigatrette sales operation.
Both agencies provided man-
power for the raids at two stor-
age facilities, two retail outlets and a Wilmington residence. Police
seized 33,000 fake Delaware cigarette tax stamps with a street
value of approximately $40,230; 2,000 cartons of cigarettes
(20,000 packs); and $750,000.

Most cigarettes seized in the retail stores contained fake Delaware
tax stammps or out of state tax stamps. Cartons seized in the storage
gatages cottained cigatettes with no tax stamps on any of the
packs

Other agencies involved included FBEI, IR3, Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, Delaware Department of Fevermie and New
Yotk State Revernie. These agenicies came together to support one
of the largest seimares of illegal untaxed cigarettes.
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DSHS EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
=

CHOICE AWARD WINNER

3rd Quarter — Michael Bowers (DEMA)

With expertise in electronics and buiding security systems, Iichael Bow-
ers, DEIA Physical Plant Maintenance Trades Mechanic IT, quickly be-
come an invaluable member of the DEHE Team. DEH Bec. David B
Mitchel presented M. Bowers with the DEHE Choice A ward for his con-

timied commitiment to excellence.

Mike joined the DERMA staff in Januwary 2006 and his expertise has saved
the three agencies located within the Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
at least $20,000. The State EOC, also home to the State Police and Del-
DOT Traffic Management, has a complex security system that had been
maintained by an outside vendor. Mike now maintaing the system—
identifiring problems, ordering parts and making the repairs. Dlike alzo
took the lead in setting up an alarm system on the outdoor buildings on
DEMA property used for storage of equipment purchased fhrough federally funded Terrorism Preparedness program. Prior to
Mlike s hire, DELMA had inguired about alarming the boidings, however, the costs were prohibitive, Diike built a system for less
than $3500 that provides 247 electronic monitoring saving the agency several thousand dollars in up front costs and operational
costs. hiike also installed several new security cameras in the EOC and relocated existing cameras to better meet DEMA s needs.

CITIZEN CORPS RECEIVES EMERGENCY READINESS

Dielaware Citizen Cotrps Coordinators Fobert George and Marny MeLee ac-
cepted an award from the All Hazards Consortium in recognition of Dela-
wate's leadership in the area of regional emergency readiness and response.

Pictimed: Sec. hifitchell, M. Bowrers and DERLS Trirector Tamie Timer.

“It is through the leadership of the Delawate Emergency MManagement Agency
(DEMA) and the Delaware Citizen Corps that our State has made such pro-
gress i the area of emergency response. This award highlishts the countless
hours of wotk both agencies have dedicated to recruiting citizens who com-
prise multiple Citizen Corps Councils in towns and commumties throughout
the State,” said DEHI Becretary Dawid B. Mitchell

The Couneils teach citizens emergency preparedness so that in the event of an
etnergency they can care for themselves and help others inneed. Citizen Corps
has also established partnerships with various groups willing to offer their ser
vices duting an emergency. “We are worling to make certain our State and
citizenis ate prepared for an emergency. The citizens of this State watit to have at active trole ih our emergency readiness and re-
spotise plans atd have volunteered their service to the Delaware Citizen Corps,” said DERMA Director Jamie Turher.

TENTH ANNUAL LIFE CONFERENCE

Pat Mlaichle, Director of the Developmental Dizabilities Couneil (DDCY, hosted a ditwer at
the Dover Sheraton Hotel along with the Delaware Victims Rights Task Force on Jataty
23, 2008 inn honor of Wiy, Olegario “Olie™ D Cantos VII, Special Counsel to the Acting
& gzistant Attorney General for Civil Rights in the 1.3, Department of Justice.

Pichmed (11) ave: Mavny Melee, Bob George and Toen Bloran

it Cantos was the keynote speaker at the Tenth Aronaal Life Conference, the largest dis-
ability conference in Delaware held atrmally in Jannary, “LIFE™ stands for Legislation,
Independence, Families, and Education. It is an annsal inform ation exchange for persons
with disabilities, their families and those who serve them. Sponsors included the DDC,
Easter Seals, Bayhealth IWMedical Center, CareFirst Blue Cross and Blue 3hield, Delaware
Industries for the Blind, Div. of Wocational Rehabilitation, Div. of Disabilities Services for the Aging and A dults with Physical Dis-

ahilities and the State Couneil for Persons with Disabilities.
Pichoed awe: Mr. Catos, s Tame Wolts, Char of the Dievelopenert al Disabilities Council, Ms. Patriria Maichle and Fepresat stnee Fobert T Walilnwa T4




